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Spreading the Good News since 1866 

The Freedom Moravian Church is a Christian Community seeking together to discover Jesus Christ through worship, 
education, and fellowship; so that all may know they are loved by God and become responsible members of His church. 

January 2022 

Chelsey 

From the Pastor’s Desk: 
 

I took the easy way out last year and bought a pre-lit Christmas 

tree.  No more stringing endless lines of lights, no more needles 

covering the carpet.  All you must do is bring the tree up from the 

basement, attach the three pieces, and plug it in.  It is simple and 

beautiful.  When your basement floods in the spring, however, and 

the electronics for the tree were on the ground, things get a little 

more complicated.  I assembled the three pieces after Thanksgiving, plugged in the tree, and noth-

ing happened.  There would need to be some serious troubleshooting to save Christmas.  

The store doesn’t sell replacement cords for your tree, they’d rather you buy a new tree.  The piece 

I bought on Amazon fit my tree but didn’t supply enough power to turn the lights on.  Home Depot’s 

electronic expert, Chad, promised that if I bought a different piece, he could splice the cords togeth-

er and the tree would come alive again.  The part arrived, but I managed to go to Home Depot on 

Chad’s only day off that week.  I returned the next day, tracked Chad down, and watched him go to 

work.  There was smoke, there were cords sawed off, there was beeping and buzzing.  In the end, 

my once simple cord now was full of tape, boxes, and ran about five feet longer than it used to.  I 

got home to test Chad’s handiwork and sure enough, the tree was back to its bright, wonderful self.  

The effective but now hideous cord could easily be hidden under the tree skirt, and no one would 

ever know this fake tree almost landed in the dumpster after a year’s worth of usage.   

As I’ve enjoyed the Christmas season, I’ve paused nearly every time I’ve plugged in the tree.  The 

few extra seconds it takes the power to travel from the wall to the tree gives me just long enough to 

remember the frantic searching and running around I had to go through to get things working.  It 

might just be in my head, but I think the extra effort makes the tree look even better this year.  The 

lights shine brighter, the ornaments have a special glow, and every branch is perfectly in place.   

When something requires more effort, we generally enjoy the result more than those things that 

come easily to us.  We cling to it knowing how very special it is to us.  2021 gave us a lot of extra 

work.  It gave us reasons to feel drained, exhausted, and it constantly threatened to take the joy out 

of so many things that we love.  But the light of the world was still lifted high on Christmas Eve, and 

we’ve rounded the corner to a new year, full of possibilities.   
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I’m sorry for the ways that 2021 made you work harder, I’m sorry for the challenges it brought, I’m 

sorry for the ways it frustrated you to no end, but you made it through and for that we should cele-

brate.  Here’s to everything we’ve accomplished in 2021, and here’s to everything we will accom-

plish in 2022.   

Pastor James 

          

   BOARD OF ELDERS MEETING MINUTES 12/14/2021 

Present: Pastor James, Jim Muenster, Sami Petit, Chelsey Thiel and Michelle Remter and Alyssa 
Seitz via Zoom. 
 
Devotional Reading- Jim led us in Devotions. 
 
Pastoral Care Updates-Pastor James gave us updates on several friends and members.  
 
Old Business  
 
Worship in response to Covid-We have been using Jim Muenster’s myfi hotspot on his phone for 
streaming which has been working better than what our service had been. We will continue to use 
Jim’s setup for the rest of this year and Jim will report back what the cost is so we can revisit this in 
January.  
 
Good Shepherd Services 12/19-Good Shepard has put a hold on services as of now. 
 
Elder of the Month/Communion- Sami Petit will be January.  
 
Youth Activities-The 6

th
 grade and older, now called The Faithful Youth Club has been meeting. 

They have been brainstorming ideas of how they would like to be involved and service our church 
and community. The Sunday School Aged Youth group has also been meeting. 
 
Moravian 101 in 2022-This will be open to anyone and will start in 2022. We are looking at having 
this on Sunday mornings before church. 
 
Decorating for Christmas/Candles-Thank you to everyone who helped decorate.  
 
Christmas Eve Services-will be 4:30pm and 7:30pm and December 19 will be the Children’s 
Christmas Program. All services will be streamed.  
 
Church Council 2022-We tentatively set the date as Sunday, January 16 or January 23 pending 
the Packer schedule. We will be looking for an Elder and Trustee.  
 
 
 

JOINT BOARD MEETING MINUTES 12/14/2021 
 

Present: Pastor James, Jim Muenster, Sami Petit, Norm Blohm, Rob Sprister, John Merkel, Sami 
Petit, and Chelsey Thiel in person and Shari Leisch via Zoom. 
 
General Updates -Pastor James gave general updates for both Elders and Trustees. 

Elders: Items included pastoral care, worship, youth, and Christmas. 
Trustees: Update on getting the church roof replaced and financials 
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Welcoming People to Freedom Moravian Church-We continued discussion on how we can get 
community members to get to know us better or interact with us on a closer level. We talked about a 
community bible study and/or meal. We will continue discussion on this next month. 
 
Church Council 2022-January 16 or 23

rd
 depending on the Packer schedule. We will be looking for 

an Elder and a Trustee. Anyone interested in either board should let an Elder, Trustee, or Pastor 
James know.  
 
Our Next Meetings: January 11 at 5:30pm-Elders, Joint Board at 6:15pm, Trustee’s afterward. 
 
Annual Report-We then spent the rest of our meeting working on the annual report.  
Pastor James closed our Joint Board meeting in prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Chelsey Thiel, Board of Elders Secretary  
 
 

Board of Trustees Minutes 

12/14/2021 

Randerson stopped by on December 1
st
 for their yearly checkup on our heating systems.  The fur-

nace on the narthex side of the church and the furnace at the parsonage needed some attention, but 

everything is running smoothly now.  We appreciate all those who help take care of the snow during 

these winter months.  And thank you to Rob for donating some new shovels to church.  We have a 

contractor lined up to replace the church roof after the hailstorm this fall – Aspen Exteriors.  They 

have offered to make a $200 donation to the church for anyone who refers them and mentions Free-

dom Moravian.  They will be working on the roof next year.  On 12/21 we will be having our annual 

checkup for our fire extinguishers.  

 

Submitted by Pastor James 

 

 

 

 

 

     
   THANK YOU FROM FREEDOM FOOD PANTRY 
  
Thanks to everyone who was a part of this food drive. Your support is appreciated and definitely 
helps those in need.  Any Questions, find us on townoffreedom.org website or feel free to call       
920-788-5775.’ 

  

              Jayne at Freedom Food Pantry 
 
  

http://townoffreedom.org/
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Specific needs for the Pantry: 

 
 
Ketchup and Mustard 
Pancake mix 
Cake Mixes 
Hamburger Helper 
And any other items ….canned goods, cereal, etc. 

 

 

 

     PRAYER SHAWLS 

We have several lovely and warm Prayer Shawls on the hutch in the narthex for you to take to a 

friend or relative as a gift from our church.  We want them to bring comfort to anybody who would 

appreciate receiving one.  If you are looking for a winter project we also have free yarn for you to knit 

or crochet to create more shawls for someone you know or for yourself!  More yarn  is in the 

shelves underneath, plus gift bags too.  Take whatever you want!    

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

      

       JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

          

        1/4   Dave & Tracy Maass 

 

 

  JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  

 

          1/1   Lori Mischnick  

          1/1   Terrie Carpenter  

          1/9    Nancy Sibley  

          1/10  Deb Bernetzke  

          1/16  Erin Conrad  

          1/21  Carter Kositzke  

          1/23  Olivia Micke  

          1/25  Dustin Muenster  

          1/29  Doug Lillge  

          1/31  Darlene Missling  
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Prayer Chain 

A prayer chain is a way for people to gain assistance in prayer for any serious and 

pressing problem. It is also a way for any person to act on God's command to love 

one another (John 13:34-35). Many people cannot engage directly in ministry but we 

can all pray. We can all take the time to help others and to make their time and suf-

fering valuable. Jesus teaches us that if we agree on anything and ask in faith it will 

be granted (Matthew 18:19).  If you or someone you know is in need of prayer, 

please call Pastor James (920)495-5400, or Carol Jens (920)740-7981.  As a 

courtesy to our prayer chain members, no calls are made in the middle of the night.    

 

    MARY AND MARTHA CIRCLE NEWS 

December has been a busy month for the Mary & Martha ladies.  December 8th was our annual 

Christmas party at Sissy's in Seymour.  We were delighted to have Pastor James and Alli as our 

guests.  We enjoyed a lunch together as well as games and a gift exchange.  I think it's safe to say a 

good time was had by all! 

Four days later, we gathered together to assemble "goodie plates" for our shut-ins and seniors over 

eighty.  These folks are an important part of our church family and we wanted to show our apprecia-

tion for their contributions to our congregation.  

 Our raffle ticket sales will continue until January 2nd when the winners will be revealed by a draw-

ing.  You do NOT need to be present to win.  All profit from this fund raiser will be donated to the 

church to help alleviate financial obligations. We thank all of you who have supported this project. 

It's been two years since we've had our soup sales but we will, once again, be offering them in early 

2022.  The dates set are January 23rd, February 6th and February 20th.  If you enjoy making soup 

and would like to donate a batch, we would definitely accept your offer.  Just contact any Mary and 

Martha member for details.  It is our goal to offer three varieties of soup each designated Sun-

day.  Four quarts or eight pints are the usual amounts.  Everyone looks forward to a hot bowl of soup 

come January and February so be sure to mark those dates on your calendar. 

As we end the old year and prepare for the new, we would like to wish you all a most blessed and 

healthy New Year! 

http://www.nccbuscc.org/nab/bible/john/john13.htm#v34
http://www.nccbuscc.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew18.htm#v19
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FREEDOM MORAVIAN CHURCH 

W3471 Center Valley Road 

Appleton, WI  54913 

Phone: 920-734-1278 

Email: freedommoravian@gmail.com 

www.freedommoravianchurch.org 

In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, love. 

 


