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Spreading the Good News since 1866 

The Freedom Moravian Church is a Christian Community seeking together to discover Jesus Christ through worship, education, 
and fellowship; so that all may know they are loved by God and become responsible members of His church. 

Your Pastor’s Page 

December, 2021 

The Messenger 

 

 

I took a little time this past week getting things organized for the season of Advent.  As we decorate the church following 

worship on 11/28, the only thing I needed to have ready beforehand was the Advent wreath.  I thought I’d head down to the 

basement, grab it, place it in the sanctuary, and fill it with the proper candles.  It would maybe take five minutes.  Much to 

my surprise, it was no where to be found on the shelves of Christmas decorations.  I opened every container, I searched 

through ornaments, nativity scenes, and countless strings of lights, but it refused to show itself.  I went down to the other 

basement thinking maybe it got placed where we stash the candles for Christmas Eve, but it appeared to be non-existent.  

What I losing my mind?  Where could it possibly be? 

I returned to the narthex basement and I even found the box labeled “Advent Wreath.”  There were some candles and lights 

inside, but nothing else.  It was getting to the point where I was contemplating going on Amazon and seeing how quickly a 

new wreath could be delivered here.  I started to put the boxes back in their places, at the very least I wanted to minimize 

the damage of my frantic searching.  Next to the last box I replaced sat a small plastic bag, it was the first bag I had moved 

when I started this project a solid two hours ago.  When I initially glanced at it, there was a wreath inside but it lacked the 

candle holders I needed.  Somehow, when I gave it one more look, there were four perfect spaces only slightly buried un-

derneath the green.  The prized Advent wreath was the very first thing I touched when I got down into the basement, I was 

just in too much of a hurry to notice it.   

Once this season of Advent gets going, we tend to rush to get as much done as we can.  When we’re speeding along, we 

inevitably miss something and we end up wishing we would have taken our time.  It is a season that goes by much to fast 

without our help, so my prayer for you is that you’re able to do whatever you can to slow things down.  Walking toward the 

birth of Christ is a holy, precious time; a time when the anticipation builds until we are met with incredible joy.  So, seek out 

moments of calm and peace during this busy season.  Take time to rest and relax, to pray and prepare.  Instead of racing to 

Christmas morning, let’s embrace this time that is filled with hope, joy, love, and peace.                     Pastor James 

CEC Update December, 2021 

Our next Sunday School Youth Group will be 12/16 from 6 – 8pm at the church. 

6th grade and older youth group will be 12/5 and 12/19 from 4 – 6pm at the church.  

Our Children’s Christmas Program will be 12/19 at 10am in worship. Rehearsals are 12/11 and 12/18 at 10am at church. We hope to have older kids narrating the story 

with younger kids in costume acting the events out. Please let Pastor James know if your child can participate so he can get you a script and/or costume.  

Any kids interested in singing Morning Star solos on Christmas Eve can contact Pastor James. We’d love to hear your voices! 
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December 5 is deadline for scrip orders and daily text orders.  Signup sheets for 

both in the narthex.  Scripture readerS needed for 2022….Signup in the narthex! 

 

Offering Envelopes for 2022 

As you know we are collectively trying to ‘tighten our belts’ as far as Church expenses are concerned.  With that in mind, 
please continue to use any offering envelopes you have ‘leftover’ from previous years.  We keep the box numbers on file in 

case you neglect to write your name on an envelope with a cash donation. 

When you do need a new box, please let the office know and you will be assigned another box.  Your cooperation is greatly 

appreciated.   

Trustees Update November 16, 2021 

In attendance: Rob, Norm, Ben, Shari, John, and Pastor James 
We want to offer our gratitude to Bruce Eggert for working on the septic system at the parsonage.  We also want to thank Jim and Deb Bernetzke for 

taking care of the leaves around the church property over the last few weeks.  Randerson will be coming on December 1st to check on our heating systems.  
We are all set up to handle snow this winter – Rob has changed the oil in the snowblower and will be donated a few new shovels to the church.  Thank you, 
Rob! 

We talked at length about our options regarding the hail damage our buildings suffered earlier this year.  The new parsonage roof is okay, but the church 
building will be needing a new roof.  We are covered by insurance, but will need to find someone who is willing to take the job on. 

John Merkel will be working on the lights on the road in front of church, their timer hasn’t been working properly.   
We also want to thank the Mary and Martha Circle for their efforts in putting on the basket raffle to help out our finances.  And, as always, a thank you to 

Nancy for keeping our accounts in order.  
Our next meeting is 12/14 

Elders update November 16, 2021 

Present: Pastor James, Jim Muenster, Sami Petit, Michelle Remter, Chelsey Thiel via Zoom. 
Devotional Reading- Pastor James led us in Devotions. 
Pastoral Care Updates-Pastor James gave us updates on several friends and members. 
Old Business  
Worship in response to Covid- We did have some issues with YouTube two weeks ago freezing up quite a bit. Pastor James adjusted 

the resolution to stream a lesser quality which seems to have helped stabilize the streaming because it is not as taxing on the church’s 
wireless internet. We had some additional discussion and will consider other adjustments to try to improve quality going forward. 

Good Shepherd Services 10/24 and 12/19-Pastor James has one more service for this year. 
Elder of the Month/Communion-Jim Muenster will be December. Sami Petit will be January.  
Chili Supper-Chili Supper went well and we briefly discussed any ideas for what we may want to do in the future. 
Youth Activities-Youth Group is up and running. The younger group is coming Thursday and the older group on Sunday. Toni is provid-

ing meal and Ryan will be providing the program. 
Leadership Cohort 10/25 – 10/29 in Fargo, North Dakota-Pastor James attended this and was able to connect some other pastors. 

The next meeting is planned tentatively for May at St. Norbert or Mt. Morris.  
Baptism this Fall-Pastor James Baptized the baby of friends he knew from childhood this month. He did pass along our scenario at 

cohort for any feedback on the best way to deal with this type of scenario of non-members wanting to have children baptized in our church. 
He will report back to us. 

New Member Classes-Pastor James is still working on dates and we are considering making this more of a Moravian 101 class open to 
new members and anyone else that would like to join as a refresher.  

New Business 
Decorating for Christmas/Candles-Pastor James is working with the Worship Committee to plan which date the church will be deco-

rate. It is tentatively going to be 11/28/2021 after worship.  
Christmas Eve Services-will be 4:30pm and 7:30pm both services will be streamed on YouTube. December 19 will also tentatively be a 

Kid’s Christmas Program. 
Church Council 2022-We tentatively set the date as Sunday, January 16 or January 23 pending the Packer schedule/ 

Submitted by Chelsey Thiel 
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December Birthdays 
 

12/2: Ron Dombrowski 
12/4: Blake & Kelcie Conrad 

12/8: Deb Seitz 
12/9: Caitlyn Forbes 
12/12 Julane Smith 
12/13: Jan Eggert 

12/30: Ned Schwalbach 
 

Joint board update November 16, 2021 

Present: Pastor James, Jim Muenster, Michelle Remter, Norm Blohm, Rob 
Sprister, John Merkel, Ben Muenster, Sami Petit in person, and Chelsey Thiel 
and Shari Leisch via Zoom. 
General Updates -Pastor James gave general updates for both Elders and Trus-
tees. 

Elders: Items included pastoral care, worship, new member classes, 
youth, and Christmas dates. 
Trustees: Items included fall and winter duties, financial update, hail 
damage to church roof. 

Approach to Covid-We will continue on as we are for now with masks optional but, 
will make sure we have the larger printed bulletins available for anyone to grab. We 
will also restart an usher rotation. 
Christmas Services-We discussed that we want everyone to know that the Christ-
mas services will be traditional this year and everyone is welcome to attend in per-
son as normal. The services will also be streamed on YouTube. 
Chili Supper-Everything went well, we will continue discussions on what next year 
might look like. 
Thesis Statements-Pastor James summarized some of the common themes from 
the Theses that the congregation nailed to the board a couple of Sundays ago. We 
talked in length about how to make sure all prayer concerns and visit expectations 
are being met. We will be adding some additional measures for this. Pastor James 
also is going to work on getting a bible study back in action. We also discussed 
about ways we can make our church more available to the community to possibly 
welcome groups from the community to host their meetings or events to help com-
munity members connect with us and get to know us. We will discuss this more in 
our next meetings. 
Church Council 2022-January 16 or 23rd depending on the Packer schedule. We 
will be looking for an Elder and a Trustee. Anyone interested in either board should 
let an Elder, Trustee, or Pastor James know.  
Our Next Meetings: December 14 at 5:30pm-Elders, Joint Board at 6:15pm, Trus-
tee’s afterward. 
Pastor James closed our Joint Board meeting in prayer. 

Mary Martha Update 

December is always a busy month for the M and M Circle and this year we're even busier with the addition of a basket raffle to 

our list of activities.  We had hoped to offer three baskets to be raffled, but through the generosity of so many of you, we are 

able to offer seven!  They have been assembled and are on display in the church narthex.  There are three gift card collections, 

one sports basket, one winter basket, one entertainment basket and one beautiful cardinal picture by local photographer, La-

Mont Kraft.  Tickets can be purchased before and after church services with the last opportunity being Sunday, December 

26th.  The drawing revealing the winners will be Sunday, January 2nd and you are not required to be present to win.  Price of 

tickets are:  $1.00 each,  six for $5.00,  twelve for $10.00 and an armslength (36) for $20.00.  All proceeds will go directly to the 

church to help alleviate our financial challenges.  A big thank you to those folks who donated to this project! 

We will, once again, be unable to go caroling this year due to COVID restrictions, but will be offering goodie baskets to our shut-

ins and members over eighty.  We all miss this beloved, annual tradition and hope that next year we can return to more normal 

activities.  

Although our ladies work hard throughout the year with various projects, we take a day in December to enjoy a Christmas par-

ty.  This year it will again be held at "Sissy's" in Seymour on December 8th at 11:00 a.m. where we will enjoy a lunch, games 

and gift exchange.    

From the Mary and Martha Circle ladies, we send a big thank-you to all who have supported our projects throughout the year 

  WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A MOST BLESSED NEW YEAR!  

2021 Giving Statements will be sent 

via email (or if requested, via USPS) 

by January 31, 2022.  If the total of 

an individual’s donation is less than 

$100 a statement will only be sent 

upon request.    

Let me know if questions. Thank you 

to all of you for your generosity in 

2021. 

Nancy S. 

Happy anniversary to lynne 

and don Behnke on December 2! 
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FREEDOM MORAVIAN CHURCH 

W3471 Center Valley Road 

Appleton, WI  54913 

Phone: 920-734-1278 

Email: freedommoravian@gmail.com 

www.freedommoravianchurchsite.org 

In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, love. 


