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Spreading the Good News since 1866 

The Freedom Moravian Church is a Christian Community seeking together to discover Jesus Christ through worship, education, 
and fellowship; so that all may know they are loved by God and become responsible members of His church. 

Your Pastor’s Page 

March, 2022 

The Messenger 

 

 

It is my favorite time of year.  The snow will be melting soon (hopefully).  The Brewers will be playing (also, 

hopefully).  March Madness and a Spring Break trip aren’t too far away.  And, of course, the sun shining and 

the flowers blooming lead us to Easter morning.  How this season starts, however, is the reason that it is my 

favorite.  As we gather together for Ash Wednesday to begin the season of Lent, we embark on an important 

journey as Christians.  Some choose to give something up in honor of the 40 days Jesus spent fasting in the 

wilderness.  Some choose to add something to their life for 40 days, hoping it becomes a practice they keep all 

year round.  A big part of truly appreciating the empty tomb on Easter morning comes from our willingness to 

honestly prepare for it.  What does Lent mean to you? 

It can feel like a season of darkness; a time when we concentrate on our flaws and walk around full of guilt 

and shame.  “You are dust and ashes and to dust and ashes you will return,” are words you might be familiar 

with as we’re reminded about our mortality.  While it is important to be humbled now and then, that isn’t the 

purpose of Lent.  We are asked to consider our faults, the times we could have done better, but as we do so 

we cling to the joy that through each flaw we find we are loved beyond measure.  It is a time that we walk 

with Jesus as he experiences the horrors that humanity can offer and when we think all hope is lost, Jesus re-

minds us that love prevails.  It is a time to understand that we are far from perfect but that we are still divine 

in Jesus’ sight.  If you receive ashes at our Ash Wednesday service, you’ll hear the words “You are dust and 

ashes.  And the universe was created for you.” 

My prayer for you during these 40 days is that you have the courage to look within.  Confront the errors 

you’ve made and the flaws that haunt you.  Create a plan and make a commitment to do better.  As you stum-

ble, as you trip and fall, remember that the love of Jesus remains with you always.  May we make the most of 

this time of growth, so when we get to Lent in 2023, we will see an improved version of ourselves walking 

closer to Jesus.  

Pastor James 
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Joint board Update February 8, 2022 

Present: Pastor James, Michelle Remter, Alyssa Seitz, Jim Muenster, Samantha Merkel, Rob Sprister, John Merkel, 
Chelsey Thiel, Shari Leisch, Ben Muenster, and Norm Blohm. 
Pastor James opened our meeting with devotions. 
General Updates -Pastor James gave general updates for both Elders and Trustees. 

Elders: Items included pastoral care, worship, youth, and Easter services 
Trustees: Items included the hail claim, snow removal 

Worship-No changes this month. Jim Muenster has researched the MyFi some more and is purchasing a new MyFi along 
with the service. He will be donating the MyFi and cost of service to the church. We will review the service on an annual basis 
to see if any adjustments need to be made. 
Church Council 2022-Pastor James looked into what it would take to change our bylaws. He researched the guidelines from 
the Province and there is nothing limiting us for adjust the years. We discussed changing the wording so that we can allow 
someone to try out being a board member for a year without committing to a full term. We will revisit this next month. 
Welcoming People to Freedom Moravian-We discussed what type of breakfast or event we can potentially plan to have to 
welcome people to our church. We are going to continue to discuss this at future meetings as we are thinking something out-
side during the warmer months may be the best way to accomplish this at the current time.  
Use of church-Pastor James was approached by a Pentecostal Church who inquired about using our church for their church 
services. We discussed this and what details we would need to confirm before making a decision on this request. Pastor 
James will be meeting with the group on Friday to get answers to all of our questions. 
Annual Report-Pastor James will be mailing the report out this week. 
Tricklebee Café-We are revisiting planning a trip to Tricklebee this year. Pastor James will confirm with the older Youth 
Group if this is something they have interest in and establish a date from there. 
Our Next Meetings: March 8 at Trustees at 6:00 pm, Joint Board at 6:15pm, and Elders afterward. 
Pastor James closed our Joint Board Meeting in prayer. 

 
Elders update February 8,  2022 

Present: Pastor James, Jim Muenster, Samantha Merkel, Chelsey Thiel, Michelle Remter 
Pastoral Care Updates-Pastor James gave us updates on several friends and members. 
Elder of the Month/Communion- March-Alyssa, April-Jim, May-Chelsey   
Old Business 
Youth Activities- The Faithful Youth meets every other week and the Sunday School Aged group meets on Thursdays.   
Moravian 101-There is one more Moravian 101 class this coming Sunday morning. This will be a bible study time on future Sundays start-
ing February 27. 
New Business 
Lent Services will all be live streamed on YouTube except for the Easter Sunrise. 
3/2-Ash Wednesday @ 7pm 
4/14-Maundy Thursday  @ 7pm with Communion 
4/15-Good Friday @ 1pm with Communion, Tenebrae @ 7pm 
4/17-Easter Sunday Sunrise Service @ 5:45am, Regular Worship @ 10am 
We discussed Easter breakfast and the Easter Egg Hunt and will decide next month if those will take place this year. 
Pastor James will be away 2/20 and Mike Mischnick will be leading worship. There will be no bible study on this date. 
Pastor James will be directing Junior Camp July 31-August 4.  
Samantha Merkel and Alyssa Seitz will be added to the Facebook page to help with updating as well as work with Nancy to see if they can 
help with the website. 

Chelsey Thiel 

Trustees Update February 8, 2022 
 

We continue to be grateful for all the help with shoveling and snow-blowing this winter.  Norm is checking in on getting a light 

to replace one of the fixtures by the road.  We are still on track to have our roof replaced in the summer.  We will get a plan in 

place for a spring clean-up when the time comes.  

Pastor Janes 
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March Birthdays 
 

3/2: Chris Blohm 
3/3: Keith Bernetzke 
3/7:Jeanne Sprister 
3/16: Tracy Maass 
3/24:  Lilli Kositzke 

3/30: Arden Fiestadt and  
Karen Muenster 

3/31: Andy Ambrosius 
 

No march anniversaries 

 

Prayer shawls   

If you know someone who would appreciate a new 
prayer shawl or lap robe stop by the hutch in the nar-
thex and choose one to share with them.  If you would 
like to snuggle with one lovingly made take it and feel 
surrounded by the caring thoughts of the person who 
created it.  There is also a supply of yarn in the lower 
cabinet.. Help yourself!  

Weekly Offerings 

February 6  $1725 

February 13  $1990 

February 20 $875 

February 27  $1580 

Online  $1235 

Total weekly needed to meet Operating budget: 

$1865 

Mens breakfast  at 8 am March 5 

We will be covering the chapter ‘Decide Today to Go Through 
what You’ve Been Going Through’ from John Mason’s book, An 
Enemy Called Average.’ 

Quilters 

The Quilters has set up some of their items in the display case, on 

hangers,  or displayed in baskets in the entry of the Northex for sale. 

If you’re looking for gifts items take a look we may be able to help you 

out.  If you need or looking for special items we may be able to make 

it for you. 

All the money that is made goes to the church for expenses when 

needed. 

Thank You  

Wanted: Easter Band Members : On April 17 our Band will 

be playing at 6 am in the Sanctuary and then at the Cemetery.  

Musicians are needed to fill out our sound to Celebrate the Ris-

en Lord.  Contact Mike Mischnick if interested. 

Lookng Ahead 
 

Ash Wednesday Service at  7 pm  
4/14-Maundy Thursday  @ 7pm with Communion 
4/15-Good Friday @ 1pm with Communion, Tenebrae 
@ 7pm 
4/17-Easter Sunday Sunrise Service @ 5:45am, 
Regular Worship @ 10am 

Did you know that monies donated by the Quilters 
and the Mary Martha Circle pay a substantial por-
tion of the church’s operating expenses?  Support 
these ladies in their fund raising efforts. Thank them 
as well!! 

Mary Martha Circle 

The Mary and Martha Circle had their first meeting of the 
new year on February 23rd.  We are happy to report that 
our three soup sales were a success netting $375.00.  We 
quickly sold out at each sale.  Thanks to all who pur-
chased soup and thanks to the following who donated 
soup:  Rob and Jeannie Sprister, Norm Blohm, Judy Bue-
low, Laura Gonnering, Patty Geenen,  Carol Jens, Cathy 
Anschutz, Arden Fiestadt, Janet  Rohm, and Shari 
Nachtwey. Please remember to return jars and lids and 
deposit them in the basket provided in the nar-
thex.  Money raised goes back to our church to help alle-
viate church expenses and/or support church projects.   
If you missed our soup sales, you will have another op-
portunity to purchase goodies on April 24th when we will 
be sponsoring a bake sale.  We are inviting (encouraging) 
you bakers out there to don your aprons and pull out your 
mixing bowls to help us out.  Our group is small so we 
appreciate any help you can give us.  Any baked goods 
are welcome!  Stay tuned for more information.  
Our December raffle raised $1,077.00 of which $732.96 
was used to pay our furnace maintenance bill.  We thank 
all those who donated raffle items and those who pur-
chased tickets.   
Our annual rummage sale is scheduled for June.  Please 
watch for more information from Jeannie Sprister, who 
has graciously agreed to head up this project again this 
year.  
We voted to again donate $100 to the upcoming C.P Tel-
ethon which is scheduled for the first week-end in 
March.  Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
March 16th.  All ladies are invited to attend.  
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FREEDOM MORAVIAN CHURCH 

W3471 Center Valley Road 

Appleton, WI  54913 

Phone: 920-734-1278 

Email: freedommoravian@gmail.com 

www.freedommoravianchurchsite.org 

In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, love. 


